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Gov. Andrew Cuomo said yesterday that his relationship with the Legislature “is not based on love…it’s not about chocolates and candies and love.” 

He also characterized his interactions with the legislative leaders as “respectful,” which is the political equivalent of giving your significant other a vacuum cleaner on Valentine’s Day (unless they go in for that sort of thing…I could be convinced). 

Cuomo’s cool reception came as news to Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos. 

The Long Island Republican has spent months allying himself with the popular governor – despite their political differences – in hopes that Cuomo might spare the GOP when it comes to redistricting and this year’s re-match for control of the Senate chamber. 

During an interview that aired on last night’s CapTon, Skelos used words like “sensitive” to describe his feelings about the relationship between himself and Cuomo. 

He also insisted the governor and the Senate Republicans have managed to work out the “tension” Cuomo referenced yesterday – something the majority thinks is “natural.” 

After all, a little tension is good. Keeps things interesting and fresh. Or so they say. 

“So far, I’ve felt more love working with the governor than tension,” Skelos told me. “And I think that’s actually worked out very well.”

“You know, there’s always a little bit of a conflict between the Legislature and the governor,” he continued. “I’ve seen it with the different governors I’ve served with, whether it was with Mario Cuomo, George Pataki, David Paterson.”

“There’s a natural tension between the Legislature…But you know what? We’ve worked it out with the governor. It hasn’t been something that we couldn’t resolve the differences. Checks and balances.”

“I’ve had a very good, open relationship with the governor. We have been very sensitive to each person’s ideas. And it shows with the results that we’ve had, in terms of the property tax cap, last year’s deficit – not raising taxes and spending.”

“So many of the things that we’ve accomplished that were part of the Republican program. A middle-income tax cut for millions of people in this state. So, we’ve had a great year and a quarter working with the governor – almost a quarter – and there’s no reason why that should change.”
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